[Neuropsychologic and behavioral sequelae of cranial injuries: remarks on classification, diagnosis and correlation with injury variables].
The psychological and behavioural impairment following head injury has been investigated in order to throw light on and assess the related epidemiological aspects, methodological approaches, clinical manifestations, and the correlations between the sequelae and the variables of head trauma, i.e. degree of severity of trauma, age of patients, presence or absence of fractures and haematoma. This study was conducted on 117 head- injured patients and 43 matched "control" subjects. The findings point out the following: a) Even the medical staff is often largely misinformed about this type of sequelae. The methods used for assessment should therefore be further developed and a more systematic evaluation of the higher functions following head injury appears to be necessary. b) The syndromes observed are mostly of a composite and diffuse type. It is therefore difficult to classify them according to strict criteria; indeed, it appears that the only possible approach is to define large groups of head- injured patients based on clinical description, which are partly borne out and partly described ex novo in the present series. c) As regards the correlations between the variables of the injury and the resulting neuropsychological impairment, the age factor should be distinguished from the severity of injury. If it is true that the older patients, the greater the impairment, such a direct correlation no longer exists when severity of the injury is considered. Indeed, the latter does not appear to be a significant differential factor in determining the degree of impairment. Similarly, whether the injury is an "open" or "closed" one, or the presence of haematoma do not appear to be differential factors, either.